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From your editor  
This year we had the most writers ever ñbring an eclectic and interesting mix of ide-
as, writing styles and articles.  As another year comes to end, the Trail must say 
goodbye to some important contributors.  Even though weõll be moving on, we all look 
forward to what the new Trail Staff has to offer.   Arielle Wortzel, Evangelina Pena 
and Kimber Ray will be taking over next semester ñand all of us that are moving on 
look forward to seeing what this group has to offer.   We hope you do too!  
Thank you for reading the Trail, I hope you all enjoy your summers ð go places, do 
things, and make sure you relax some!   

                        Happy Trails!                                                        Dayna 

May 2012  

Dayna Bertola  

    According to a recent study by Fox Business,  

50% of graduates will not be finding a job in  

their fields this May.  The problem is not  

necessarily the poor economic state or unusually  

high unemployment rates, but within the false  

expectations that some graduating seniors may  

have. There is this perceived notion that we will  

find jobs related to our degree, when in reality  

this may be far from true. For instance, my ca  

reer goals involved working within the Depart  

ment of Environmental Protection. During my  

internship there, I quickly learned that they  

have not hired within the past five years and do  

not plan on hiring anytime soon. Although, I  

enjoyed my internship, life requires earning a  

living and by participating in a non -paid intern  

ship would not be feasible.  

 

    As midterms approached, I began to reevalate  

my post -graduation goals. I researched other  

opportunities and thought what would be most  

attainable for me to accomplish with my current  

resume. What am I qualified for as of right  

now? I searched current job postings and real  

ized every job òrelated to my degreeó requires  

years of experience and many different degrees  

that I did not currently posses, nor did I have  

the financial ability to obtain right now. Every  

day you hear of highly educated individuals be  

ing laid off and having to work in low paying  

jobs just to keep their head above water. Life  

after graduation soon began to look grim.  

 

 However, by resetting my expectations and look  

ing outside the box, I was able to reset my pro - 

fessional track. I knew I wanted to do something  

meaningful and use what Iõve learned during  

my stay at Rutgers to positively effect people. I  

was contacted by a member of Teach for Ameri  

ca asking if I could meet to discuss the possibil  

ity of applying for the organization. My initial  

response was, òI am not going for a teaching  

degree,ó but still decided to meet up and speak  

with the recruiter and it was the best decision I  

have ever made. I am proud to say that I have  

been accepted to TFA and will be teaching sci  

ence in Miami, Florida! Not only do I have a ca  

reer upon graduation, but I have the ability to  

enhance the lives of those who may not have  

access to the same opportunities that I had.  

Even though teaching may not be on my diplo  

ma, I will still be able to incorporate what I  

 

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865554934/  

How-to-find -a-job-after -college-Be-realistic - 

decisive-and- 

optimistic.html  

Life After Graduation 

 

 The EPI  B Trail  

have learned from my past courses into my own 

lesson plans. People tend to forget that we are 

not locked into anything and our paths will 

change. Graduating with a psychology major 

does not mean you may end up being a psy-

chologist. Graduating seniors should be open 

minded and should maximize any opportunity 

presented to them, even if it is not related di-

rectly to their studies, it may lead to bigger, 

better, and unexpected opportunities.  
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Meet Heidi Hausermann 
Before coming to Rutgers, Heidi completed her undergraduate studies at 

Willamette University in Oregon as an environmental science major.  She also ob-

tained her PhD in geography from the University of Arizona.  Before coming to 

Rutgers, Heidi was a post-doc at Penn State where she worked on a project based in 

Ghana.  Her and her team focused on trying to understand the human-

environmental relationships behind a flesh-eating bacterial disease called Buruli 

ulcer.  Visit their project website at http://www.rebuildghana.org/home-57959.php.   

Dr. Hausermann will start teaching for the department in 2013, but for now  

she is more than willing to talk to students about her research and educational expe-

riences! 

What is your favorite thing about teaching on the Cook Campus?   
Iõm really impressed by how diverse the student population is. I also like the grilled cheese sandwiches at the  

Student Center and the cashier who gives me the student discount.  

 

What courses have you taught, are currently teaching, and hope to teach?  

At the University of Arizona I taught classes ranging from critical gender studies and physical geography to Latin 

American environmental issues and field methods. In our department, I hope to teach courses on environmental 

justice, political ecology, and perhaps even an intro class on geo -systems.  

 

Is there any advice youõd want to give past, current, and future students? 

Learn how to write well. It takes work, but itõs a skill youõll use for the rest of your life.  

 

Where is your favorite place to eat around Rutgers Campus?   
El Oaxaqueño is delicious and an easy walk from campus.  

 

What do you like to do in your spare time?  

I like to spend time with family and friends, read fiction, run, and hike.  

 

When you were younger, what did you want to òbe when you grew upó? 

An archaeologist ñI used to bury old objects in the back yard, then òdiscoveró and excavate them. I also had an  

Indian Jones -style whip that I carried everywhere for a couple years.  

 

If you could travel anywhere in the world, where would you go first?  

Iõd like to go to New Zealand. It has so many landforms and climatic zones for such a small country (small in terms 

of surface area). I think it must be a fun place to explore.  

 

What is your favorite animal?  

My dog, Lucy.  

 

What is your favorite tree species?   
I love Lodgepole Pine because it reminds me of hiking in Oregon, where I grew up.   

 

If a meteor hit the Earth, giving everyone the choice of one super power - what would you choose?  

Matter ingestion ñIõd eat the meteor.  

 

Another fun fact about yourself?  

I once killed a cane rat with a sling shot in the Ghanaian bush. We ate the rat, so it was a lot like sustainable  

hunting. That was a proud moment for me.  
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Whenever you go study, 

bring a health snack and 

keep hydrated!  

· Peanuts, crackers, dark chocolate ð 

for a sweet tooth craving  

· Avoid sugar that will make you 

crash, granola bars, healthy cereal or 

fruits and veggies to keep your blood 

sugar stable.  

Donõt deprive 

yourself of [too 

much] sleep!  

· You will do better if you 

have sufficient sleep before 

taking a 3 -hour examé 

2 

Plan your day!  

· Plan what you will be studying, when, 

with who and where! This will help you 

keep calm and know what you should be doing.  

· Prioritize your schoolwork: Which final comes 

first, which one do I struggle with the mosté? 

Avoid  

procrastinating!  

· This is definitely 

easier said than done, but 

give it a try!  

Drink the same amount of coffee as water!  

· Donõt keep yourself hydrated with coffee, coffee dehydrates 

you so watch out!  

Avoid studying with people that stress 

you out!  

· It is known that if you are studying with 

Force yourself to take breaks!  

· If you are pulling an all -nighter but you can no 

longer read or remember what you are readingé 

There is no point!  

· For every hour or so that you work, take a 10 or 15 

minute break. It will give your brain a little rest and it 

will be good when you are trying to concentrate again  

If you have studied as much as possible,  

THINK POSITIVE!  

There is no point on stressing out before the final; this 

will just make it worst. Instead, relax because you did all you 
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A special congratulations to our seniors graduating                                                          
with Departmental Honors:   

Important Dates: 

2012 SEBS Baccalaureate  
Thursday, May 10  

6:00pm  

Cook Campus Center, MPRs  

 
 

246th Anniversary Commencement 
Sunday, May 13 

12:30 p.m. 

High Point Solutions Stadium  
 
 

SEBS Convocation 
Monday, May 14 

 10:00 a.m.  

Passion Puddle, G. H. Cook Campus 

 PAGE 4 

And our Award Winners of 2012:  



PAGE 5  VOLUME 4,  ISSUE 7 

 

  

 When I was first asked to sign a petition against hydraulic 

fracturing, I was skeptical. Iôm always a little skeptical of petition-

ersð I know my signature wonôt count for much, but I donôt like 

being rushed into making decisions when I feel like I donôt have all 

the facts. So, when the anti-fracking petitioner approached me, I 

asked him to tell me about what some good energy alternatives to 

natural gas could be. I expected him to say solar panels and wind 

energyðmaybe a bit about cutting energy usage tooðthis particu-

lar petitioner didnôt have anything to say on the subject but a reiter-

ation that natural gas was detrimental to the environment. I could 

feel my inner umpire gearing upðfew things exasperate me as 

much as complaints offered without alternatives. 

 Since then, Iôve had the chance to learn about hydraulic 

fracturing on my own, and so youôll have to excuse me for present-

ing another article on this prevalent issue. Nonetheless, I find this 

recent take on hydraulic fracturing to be a critical development in 

the ongoing debate. While industry scientists have been known to 

continually seek alternative explanations to counter the link be-

tween hydraulic fracturing and groundwater contamination, recent 

studies have suggested that there is in fact a definitive relationship. 

Specifically, in 2011 environmental chemist, Robert Jackson, led a 

widely cited and replicated study in Pennsylvania and New York 

demonstrating that wells in active gas extraction areasðthose with-

in 1 kilometer of a gas wellð have significantly higher thermogen-

ic methane concentrations than wells in non-extraction sites. 

What they didnôt find? Evidence of drinking water contamination 

with fracturing fluids or deep water chemicals. 

 It was a weird twist of eventsðhow could the water be 

contaminated with methane, but not with fracturing fluids? One of 

the biggest fears for groundwater resources is that the engineered 

fractures will connect with natural joints and faults deep under 

ground, allowing contaminates to migrate through 1-2 kilometers of 

bedrock and enter shallow aquifers. However, if this were the 

case, then the wells should have also been contaminated with frac-

turing fluids. 

 The most likely explanation proposed so far is faulty gas-

well casings from poorly constructed well-pipes. After flowback 

water (fracturing fluid and radioactive deep groundwater) is 

recovered for recycling, the well may be closed off for some time 

with the intent of retrieving additional methane later. However, if 

the well was not constructed properly, then this idly sitting 

methane can leak through the well-pipe and enter shallow aquifers. 

 Considering the lack of regulation on hydraulic fracturing, 

this finding doesnôt seem too surprising. The lack of federal over-

sight excludes processes of hydraulic fracturing from both the 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, and the Safe Water Act. 

Although natural gas has valuable economic, environmental, and 

political benefits, its extraction is plagued by the risks of 

uncertainties and inadequate regulation. This only augments public 

suspicionðif the process is supposed to be safe, then why are they 

shirking regulations? Although the hydraulic fracturing industry has 

consistently demonstrated that it has a crude sense of cost-benefit 

analysis through misleading publicity, stronger regulation could 

help inspire public confidence. Popular energy initiatives and pro-

tecting human health and the environment donôt need to be alterna-

tive issues if integrity can be instilled in the procedures. 

By Kimber Ray 

Clarity of 
Appraisal 

Picture: 

Montgomery, C., and Smith, M., 2006. ñHydraulic Fracturing: His-

tory of an Enduring  Technology.ò NSI Technologies.  

All information taken from: 

Jackson, R., Osborn, S., Vengosh, A., and Warner, N., 2011. 

ñMethane contamination of       drinking water accompanying gas-

well drilling and hydraulic fracturing.ò Proceedings of the  National 

Academy of Sciences, vol. 108, pp. 1872-1876.  
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